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Natural capital principles
• Place and area based
•

spatial planning and place shaping are
key

• Need to understand:
•
•
•
•
•
•

assets and their ownership
whether renewable or non-renewable
their condition
if stock is increasing or decreasing
if at risk
proximity to any tipping points

• How to manage natural capital so it can
continue to meet the needs of people
and the economy, despite mounting
pressures

Overall approach
Policies
Actions
Investment
Governance

Pressures
climate change,
waste, pollution

Natural
Capital
Assets

Strong
sustainable
economy

Services

Protected,
improved
environment

Goods
and
benefits

Improved
health and
wellbeing

Cambridge – Cranfield – Milton Keynes – Oxford:
growth corridor natural capital investment plan

•

Federation of 5 Local Nature
Partnerships
•

•

Cambridgeshire,
Northamptonshire,
Buckinghamshire / Milton Keynes,
Bedfordshire, Oxfordshire

Partners providing contributions in
kind
•

Environment Agency, Natural
England, Forestry Commission,
Centre for Ecology and Hydrology,
Anglian Water, others……

How to do it manual – a 5 step, iterative approach
Step 1:
setting out the
vision

Step 5:
implementation
and evaluation

Step 4:
identifying and
weighing up
your options

Step 2:
understanding
where you are
starting from

Step 3:
building the
evidence base

Important considerations

• Clear purpose with high-level
objectives and outcomes
• Fit for purpose
• data gathering and analysis
• action plan with resources
• Asset register; risk register and
accounts
• including locally and nationally
important natural capital
• Effective governance including
senior level buy in

OMKC corridor natural capital investment plan
• Inform the:
• choice of road and rail routes
• design of new transport infrastructure
• location of new housing settlements
• design of new settlements
• Move from net biodiversity gain to net
natural capital gain:
• sum the ‘insignificant impacts’
• mitigation, compensation,
maintenance, enhancement,
investment
• net gain 1%, 5%, 10%?
• Opportunities and constraints mapping
•
A voice for interactions with Network Rail
and Highways England?
• Not forgetting the biodiversity!

Natural capital investments
based on NCC published
information
Strong economic case for
• Woodland planting
• Peatland restoration
• Wetland creation
• Intertidal habitat creation
Other high return investment opportunities
• Urban greenspaces
• Urban air quality
• Catchment based approaches
OMKC natural capital investment plan
• Trees
• Wetland
• Publicly accessible green space
• Stepping stone habitats as part of wildlife
corridors

