
CSI Rombalds Moor
Dedicated volunteers are continuing to record Neolithic 
and Bronze Age carved stones in their landscape context 
on Rombalds Moor as part of the CSI (Carved Stone 
Investigation) project. This work will build a comprehensive 
digital database by using the latest computer software and 
a technique called photogrammetry to create detailed 3-D 
surface models. This exciting new method of recording will 
help to increase our understanding of the rocks, and protect 
them for future generations, as many are now under threat. 
Following in-depth training the volunteers have successfully 
recorded over 200 rocks and have even found a number of 
previously unrecorded carved stones.

‘I’m impressed that volunteers who knew the 
moor for walking on now see the Calf Rocks 
as part of the wider archaeological landscape, 
and are seeing the wider topographical 
landscape...a much deeper understanding  
of the moor’s topography, geology and 
archaeology. People are beginning to see 
things they’d just have walked past.’

Riches of the Earth
To help understand just how important the extractive industries 
were for the industrialisation of the areas surrounding the 
South Pennine uplands, the Riches of the Earth project is 
training volunteers in new surveying techniques especially 
developed for the task. Through a combination of Google Earth 
images and using handheld GPS units (Global Positioning 
System), volunteers are now able to survey large scale 
features to a level of accuracy that would have once required 
expensive specialist equipment. Surveying will take place on 
Todmorden Moor, Baildon Moor and Oxenhope Moor where  
a detailed metric and photographic survey of a specific area 
of quarrying on Nab Hill will be undertaken.

Our Inspiring Moors
The Inspired by Landscape writers and artists; Sally Barker, 
Andrew McMillan (year one) Char March and Angie Rogers 
(year two) and Simon Warner and Anna Turner (year three) 
have been reaching out to a variety of groups to help new 
audiences experience the moors in unusual ways including 
writing words on kites and flying them, sketching in the 
sunshine, building mini landscapes with moorland resources, 
recording voices and sounds on the moors and exploring 
with cameras. 

See much more here:  
www.watershedlandscape.co.uk/inspire 

‘Very few of the deaf children (who were all 14 years old) had been out of BD8, let alone been 
out on the moors. They were blown away by the wildness of it all, and their teachers told me 
that they were all still signing away about their day up on Ovenden Moor months later! They 
demanded that the school took them back up there – so the school organised their own trip 
up there, and lots of the children were determined to get their whole families out there too.’
Char March (writer in residence, year two)

Upland species restored 
Through the Watershed Landscape 
project, United Utilities are working 
with Offshoots Permaculture 
Centre in Burnley to propogate 
cotton grass plugs to be 
planted on specific moorland 
sites help stabilise the peat-
land surface to prevent further 
erosion. The work is part of a 
larger moorland management 
programme across United Utilities 
sites. Groundwork Pennine Lancashire 
have helped support community and volunteer planting 
days on Worsthorne Moor.

Groundwork reach out
Groundwork Leeds, Oldham and Rochdale and Pennine 
Lancashire have been continuing to deliver both Watershed 
Landscape schools workshops, where pupils learn about 
moorland management, peat and the water cycle and even 
create a mini peat bog to take home and a programme of 
themed guided walks to help interpret the landscape, culture 
and heritage of the watershed area to new audiences. Family 
Geocaching walks, Big Bug Hunts and wildlife trails have 
helped encourage new people out into the landscape.

Biking the watershed
A new 1.2km mountain bike trail has been installed  
at Hurstwood Reservoir which has been well received 
by families and groups. A recent site visit to see the 
completed trail was met by a group of school children 
and teachers from Fernhurst School, Blackburn who 
were out enjoying the trail on bikes that the school 
provide. New interpretation panels for the car park at 
Hurstwood and for the Hushings trail on Worsthorne 
Moor will give visitors to the site more information 
about heritage and biodiversity including the water 
management work of United Utilities.

Twite Recovery Project
It’s only a little bird, but the Twite 

certainly packs a punch when it 
comes to making an impact on 

the South Pennines. Through 
the RSPB’s Twite Recovery 
Project, the declining fortunes 
of the seed-eating Pennine 
finch may be reversed. 

Working with enthusiastic 
farmers and landowners, the 

RSPB team and volunteers have 
managed to restore and maintain 98 

hectares of land specifically for the Twite – these land 
provides vital feeding sites for the Twite as it raises its 
young in nesting sites on the moors. See our map for the 
areas where work has taken place so far.

Managing our Moorlands
BTCV, Calderdale Countryside Volunteers and the 
Calderdale Council Countryside team have been working 
with Yorkshire Water to remove Rhododendrons on 
Heptonstall Moor. This non-native species is poisonous 
to livestock and can threaten the delicate balance of 
moorland ecosystems. Once growing on the moor, 
Rhododendron outcompetes and poisons native plants 
and will spread rapidly. It can damage bird populations by 
increasing the habitat for their predators. Adding to the list 
of ‘invasive aliens’ in 2012 BTCV volunteers will be helping 
to control bracken and Himalayan balsam.

Access improvements
The project funding has supported various partners to 
begin work on improving existing rights of way, including 
the Pennine Way, by laying causey paving. Placing this 
type of pathway, made from former mill stone, will ensure 
that fragile peat habitats on these well-used routes are 
protected from further erosion; these works have taken 
place on the Pennine Way (Calderdale Council), on Ilkley 
Moor with 1.5km of paving laid (Bradford MBC), the 
Kirklees Way where 2 km of paving has been laid and the 
Standedge Trail (Kirklees Council).

Moors through Museums and Galleries
As part of the Inspired by Landscape project, our Bradford Museums  
and Galleries partners have curated a series of exhibitions with the artists 
and writers in residence  and have supported a range of artist-led schools 
workshops and family holiday activities alongside the exhibitions. These 
hands-on sessions have brought people into contact with the uplands in a 
variety of ways through poetry, craft, literature, printmaking and photography.  

‘I really just wanted to say thanks for the inspiration and 
giving me the confidence to try poetry again.’

‘…inspired me to do art/photography for GCSE! Thanks’

Moorland learning resources
The Watershed Landscape moorland learning resources developed with our partners 
Lancashire County Council and United Utilities are being well used to support 
learning inside and outside the classroom and fun family days out. The resources 
are available for all to use on the website and also through the Times Educational 
Supplement website where we have had over 1400 views and gathered useful 
teacher feedback.

www.watershedlandscape.co.uk/resources QR code

‘Useful links and resources for teachers planning lessons 
on human impact on the environment and management of 
threatened habitats. Appropriate for KS4 and post 16 biology.’

Countryside Apprentices, new faces
Our first apprentices Jennie Lancashire and Alyssa Young have now completed their 
placements and have both found full time employment in the rural environment sector 
thanks to their training. Fresh faces Charles Baillie and Katie Quantrell, our new 
apprentices, hosted by Oldham Council and The National Trust, have now joined the 
team. The pair have been involved in drystone walling training, delivering family activities, 
wildflower identification workshops and are learning to love the South Pennine weather!

Dry Stone Walling
Building on the successful sell-out drystone walling training 
weekends organised by BTCV and Oldham Council last 
year at Dowry Reservoir, through which participants gained 
a nationally recognised qualification, BTCV are currently 
working with Yorkshire Water to rebuild drystone walling near 
Stoodley Pike. More opportunities for volunteers to train in 
this traditional walling method will be advertised soon.

Waterside walkways
Yorkshire Water have been using the support from the 
Watershed Landscape project to make improvements in 
footpaths around Scammonden Water reservoir and have 
worked with the White Rose Forest to plant around 5000 
trees on the slopes around the reservoir as part of the 
Trees for Yorkshire project. Work will begin shortly on a new 
landscape viewing platform and stone sculpture inscribed by 
sculptor Peter Maris featuring words from the Stanza Stone 
project curated by Simon Armitage.

Reservoir Trails
The Reservoir Trails project is helping to increase access and 
awareness of the impressive reservoir network in Rochdale 
and Oldham. Our Piethorne Reservoir Audio Trail and 
supporting map and Reservoir Spotters Podscroll can be 
downloaded for free and have received 426 downloads so far. 
A comprehensive booklet about the history and biodiversity 
of the reservoirs is being produced and 8 walking trails within 
the booklet will be supported by improved signage on the 
ground. The project has also been working on a schools and 
youth theatre workshop programme to bring the story of the 
reservoirs, and the communities who built them, to life.

Travelling  
Interpretation Pods
Three interactive Watershed Landscape exhibition 
Pods are being hosted in venues around the area. 
The pods introduce key aspects of the landscape 
through the themes of historic environment, 
natural landscape and industrial heritage. Each 
pod presents a series of access options to help 
people engage with the Watershed Landscape  
in a variety of ways; from museum exhibits,  
audio soundtracks, hands on interactives to 
walking trails and events leaflets.

Hands-on Archaeology
Pippa Rochford from Kidz Archaeology has been delivering 
fun hands-on archaeology workshops to help get school 
children and families up and active on the moors whilst 
learning about the prehistoric heritage of the area. Pippa 
has combined guided walks taking children in the footsteps 
of ancestors with real object handling sessions, mini digs, 
shelter building and tales of hunter gatherer life. So far the 
workshops have reached over 30 schools across the project 
area and complementary training sessions for education staff 
are enabling organisations to deliver their own workshops. 

Revamp at Roman Fort
Castleshaw Roman fort in Saddleworth has received 
a facelift with the replacement of four onsite 
interpretation panels, opened by the Mayor in May 
2012. The fort, which was extensively excavated and 
restored by Greater Manchester Archaeology Unit in 
the 1980s and 1990s is the best preserved example 
in the region. The new interpretation will help visitors 
get a clearer understanding of the fort and fortlet in its 
context in the valley. Car park improvements at the site 
and new heritage interpretation trails around the rest of 
the Castleshaw valley are currently being developed.

Rocking around the 
Watershed Landscape
The West Yorkshire Geology Trust and Todmorden 
Moor Restoration Trust have been supported by the 
project to develop new interpretation at a number of 
sites including Gorpley Clough and Todmorden Moor 
in Calderdale and Penistone Hill, Bradford. A series of 
fascinating and well attended one day training seminars 
have also been put on by the Geology Trust across the 
project area. Participants will always remember the 
knitted geological time scale scarf!

‘Interesting and informative. It has given me new inspiration for conveying information about 
geology to school children visiting Oakwell Hall.’

The story so far...
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The project has worked with over  
1300 volunteers who have given 
nearly 7000 hours of their time

Over 1700 pupils from  
36 schools have taken part in  
landscape based activities from  
poetry writing to geocaching

More than 35 community groups 
involved in workshops and outings  
(nearly 1,000 individuals)

Over 50 funded events with  
our partners

Over 2.5 hectares of woodland  
have been created

Over 2km of access  
improvements on the Kirklees Way

1.5km of causey paving laid  
on Ilkley Moor

Around 90m of dry stone  
walling completed through the  
Oldham training weekends

8 exhibitions so far in museums, 
galleries, visitor centres and a shop 
window!

Over 80 training days which more  
than 350 people have attended

74 hectares of hay meadows 
restored as part of the Twite Recovery 
Project on 38 holdings with a further  
98 hectares managed for twite  
(181 fields!)

Project website launched in  
April 2011 has received over 21,000 
page views from 4000 unique 
visitors

Over 400 downloads of Watershed 
Landscape Podscrolls

key facts and figures (so far)…

Access

Historic environment

Natural environment

Inspiration

Interpretation and engagement

Learning and training

Other scheme costs

Contingency, VAT and inflation

Costs to date 
(total £1,136,116)

Approved costs 
(total £2,989,606)

Budgets and costs to date  
(as of 01.05.12)

The Watershed Landscape project which began in 2010 is  
a three year programme to enhance and conserve the South 
Pennine upland landscape and its heritage, whilst improving 
access for all. 

This special landscape is the upland area of the South 
Pennines where east meets west; North Sea to Irish Sea; 
uniting Lancashire and Yorkshire along the way. More than 
a million people live in or around the South Pennine uplands 
yet they can still feel remote, wild and exhilarating and 
provide a space for inspiration and adventure. The history of 
the place runs deep and many clues to its past lie scattered 
across its surface; from the remains of Roman forts and 
Bronze-Age carved rocks to more recent relics of industrial 
and agricultural hard graft. The natural landscape is built 
on foundations of grit and peat; making it a rich home for 
special moorland flora and fauna.

The key aims of the project are to protect and enhance 
these unique biodiversity and historic features which make 
this landscape nationally and 
internationally significant 
and to encourage greater 
understanding and enjoyment 
of the area so that it is further 
valued and protected. The 
project has been working hard 
to improve understanding about the role that moorlands 
have played in providing resources for society in the past, 
and their current and future roles,  
in particular the pivotal role this landscape can play 
in rising to the modern challenge of climate 
change issues such as flood management and 
carbon sequestration. 

How the project and partner organisation are 
achieving these aims:

• Increasing community participation in local 
heritage through opportunities to volunteer 
in archaeological projects involving 
surveying, identification and research work.

• Increasing access to and learning about the 
landscape and its heritage by developing and 
promoting new learning resources, hosting exciting 
events and activities, delivering an original creative arts 
programme in partnership with local museums and 
galleries and developing good links with schools networks.

• Increasing training opportunities for local people in heritage 
and environmental landscape skills such as moorland 
management, species conservation and identification, 
traditional heritage skills and hosting a series of 
apprenticeships. 

The Watershed Landscape Project
The story so far...

• Conservation and preservation through moorland 
restoration initiatives. 

• Taking an innovative approach to providing information 
about the project and landscape through a comprehensive 
website, regular interactive eNewsletters, digital resources 

such as audio trails and podscrolls and harnessing 
social media to desseminate information.

Ongoing evaluation work has helped us to 
understand the needs of our audiences and 
partners, however, the future challenge 
is to ensure that what we leave behind 
continues to have a useful impact and that 
the foundations for change at a landscape 

scale can be built upon for years to come 
by the volunteers, partner organisations, and 

community groups with whom we have worked.

This leaflet sets out the work, achievements and 
impact of the project to date (April 2010 – May 2012) 

and indicates a path for the future 
continuation of this valuable work.

The Watershed Landscape Project 
is managed by Pennine Prospects 
in partnership with a wide range of 
organisations and hand-in-hand with local communities. We 
would like to thank all our partners and volunteers for their 
continued support and vital contribution.

‘It’s brought about a different approach to 
connecting people with the landscape – 
taking the landscape to them and not people 
to the landscape, in a way that’s more long 
lasting and a two way rural-urban process.’

‘Valuing and 
protecting is about 
changing attitudes, 
it’s another step.’

‘A project like  
this is a catalyst  
and a contributor.’


